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 Applications for Graduate Management Programs are Up

 Growth in Domestic and International Applications

Impact of COVID-19 on B-Schools and Candidates

2.4%

The data for 2020 Application Trends Survey was collected from July 30 and September 14, 2020 and received responses from 1,085 programs at 325 
business schools worldwide. Access full report, blog and webinar here. © Graduate Management Admission Council™ (GMAC™). All rights reserved. 

Overall, applications are up by 2.4 percent 
on weighted absolute basis for 731 programs 
worldwide responding to both 2019 and  
2020 surveys.

Overall, 39% percent of 1,085 programs 
worldwide responding to the 2020 survey 
report “significant growth” of 21 % or more  
in applications.
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Relative Change in Total Applications

2017     2018          2019  2020

16% 13% 16%
39%

Weighted Absolute Change in Total Applications

9.1% 5.4%

-3.1%
2.4%

2017     2018          2019  2020

C
ha

ng
es

 in
 A

pp
lic

at
io

ns
P

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
of

 P
ro

gr
am

s

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

o
f 

P
ro

g
ra

m
s

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

o
f 

P
ro

g
ra

m
s

All MBA Programs All Business Master’s Programs

Domestic Domestic 

68% 56%

13% 10%
22% 13%

Domestic          

26% 22%34% 31%
Decline

Stable

Growth

International International International 
         

Q. How has COVID-19 impacted the following areas of your program?

AdmissionsRecruitment Program

Proportion of programs reporting growth in applications varies by program type and candidate citizenship. 
Relative Year-on-Year Change in Total Applications, 2019-2020

• 57% extended  
   application deadlines 

• 57% allowed students  
   to defer entry

• 64% reduced  
   travel budget 

• 49% recruited more  
   domestic candidates

• 57% offered online start  
   with transition to in-person 

• 25% offered to  all students in    
   the fall semester to start online

61% 44%
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Overall

64%

12%
24%

50%

18%

32%

Citizenship          Citizenship          Citizenship          

Domestic International 
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